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Introduction

The Cambridge High School recognizes the diverse
cultural and linguistic backgrounds of its student body as
a vital aspect of our educational environment. This policy
is based on the principles of Quality First Teaching and
Inclusive Education, aiming to address the unique needs
of each learner to create an inclusive academic setting.
Our commitment to Multilingualism (MLL) is
encapsulated in our ethos:

“To ensure all students feel comfortable and supported,
providing them with equal opportunities to learn through
language, celebrate their home language, and reach their
full potential as multilingual individuals.”

We believe that fostering an inclusive environment is the
responsibility of the entire school community, including
teachers, staff, and parents. Together, we strive to create
a welcoming atmosphere that values and respects the
linguistic and cultural diversity of our students.

Aims & Objectives

%  Enable ELL students to have full access to the
curriculum and other educational opportunities,
ensuring they fulfill their academic potential.

%  Ensure that our ELL students attain curriculum levels
and public examination grades appropriate to their
abilities.

%  Raise awareness among staff, students, and parents
about learning support for ELL students, the nature of
learning differences, and the best support strategies
within an inclusive community.

%  Provide clarity on multilingualism and information on
ELL identification and referral procedures.

%  Enhance communication and consistency between
the ELL department, classroom teachers, form tutors,
and Key Stage Leaders.

%  Support new teachers, students, and parents in
adjusting to ELL practices.

%  Recognize and meet the needs of pupils requiring ELL
support.

%  To celebrate students' home languages as an asset to
their learning and identity.

%  To provide students with the opportunity to study in
their home language where possible.

%  To clarify the importance of multilingualism and
language development to parents, teachers, and
students.

Ex__.‘,_'.u._h T g e a
THE CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, ABu DHABI

GEls
EDUCATION

We see genius in every child

@DUiFe

Always by your side

@ - @ 1@ 1

Lgallly Adlasl Olalsdl 95 Dyl Faonel duyde Hyud
3l Al 03wy . dnaddad)l Wik (3 gl _raiaS (gdUal
L5 Cag " Jeladl aeatll"y "Yol wedl odadl” tsske
dauzing Aol dxapa T & (33 LIl S Buuyall ol bl

1 AEUSYI Lad 3 (MLL) Dgsldl Loaazll Lsll

oo padgiy ceedly dxLIb OMall ez jaxd Olasal"
Jooslly a9l pgialy JlaasYlg cdalll UM oo @latl] Lglucio
" lalll Godaie 51,38 AUl 0 g3 J]

& Loy calaST duoytall patme ddg5me Aol At 3325 0L (055
3 B cpaalr sy gl sWoly cnals gells crelasdl cld
L) 3lally S galll ol pong HI8 oyl (pe 9

Ll CBluaY)l

) Qe J e sll o & lai Al alatia QO S5
it s Laa ¢(5_AY) Aaiaill Gl 5 Al ) abiall
AapalsY agililsy)

il sinsa 0 sy A laiY) Al st (g0 Wil of e SW &
el ) Al Al el a5 5 Aausl all aliall

el acs Jsn 5 sal) ellsl s QMg il sl o o sl @b, &
M\J c(.\lsﬁd\ AEY N 3\_1_3.}}:} ‘:\_L):\XLIY\ Azl GAXZ:\A uM
el aina Ja peal) byl il

aleia Zysa ans Jsa e slaall g el 203 Lt 7 gumsll D @
ANSY) clel jal s Ay ulaiy) 2all

e Al ARl alas ol oy BVl dual 8l 3353 &
Al Al ) 53 5 o Saill b 5 Fpasd 5l J guadll

oo Sl L anall ) ga¥) el ol GOl aleall aes
Aty ARl alaie s s

Al aleie pea (A @ paling Cpdll 23l Clalial e Gpadll 5
Letali s A 5alay)

e s ppalad 8 il peaieS oY) OOl Gl eyl 5

LSl LS QY agialy A jall (Ol A pall 3al)

Cralrall 5 5 5aY) el oY Aalll dpaiiy g alll o) it a5
ol



&_..Pu._il e ) i jia
THE CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, ABu DHABI
itions

English Language Learner (ELL)

An English Language Learner (ELL) is a student whose
dominant language is not English and who requires
structured support to develop proficiency for academic
purposes. These students bring linguistic strengths to the
classroom and may receive tailored interventions based on
their needs.

Multilingualism (MLL)

The presence and use of multiple languages within the
school community. It recognizes that students bring
valuable linguistic and cultural resources to the classroom
that enhance learning for all.

Fundamental Principals of
Multilingualism (MLL) Provision

At The Cambridge High School, we believe in addressing
three dimensions to achieve academic English fluency:
Linguistic fluency, Cognitive fluency, and
Sociocultural/Psychological fluency.

&  Linguistic Fluency: Understanding how language
functions, using appropriate genres and forms of
writing, structuring text types, and learning academic
vocabulary.

%  Cognitive Fluency: Developing critical thinking and
higher-order thinking skills, evaluating learning, and
identifying facts from opinions.

%  Sociocultural/Psychological Fluency: Learning social
and cultural norms, values, attitudes, and behaviors
through classroom communication and participation.

Identification of ELL Students

During the admission process, the following indicators
may suggest a need for English language support:

%  MLL noted on the admissions form.

%  Attendance at a school in a non-English-speaking
country or where English is not the medium of
instruction.

% Low levels of English proficiency or literacy based on
reports.

%  Admissions test data indicating a lower level than
expected in literacy.

Not all multilingual students require English language
intervention. Many students who speak multiple
languages develop English proficiency through high-quality
teaching and do not need additional ELL support.
Identification should focus on determining if a language
barrier is affecting access to the curriculum.

For Grade 3/Year 4 and Above
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guage Screener: Administered if the student
scores below 85 on the CAT4 test.

%  Short Conversation

and Writing Assessment:
Conducted by the Head of MLL if further assessment
is needed.

For Lower Primary and Early Years

%  F2F/Online Meeting: Includes tests on letters and
sounds, decoding, and picture discussions.
%  Stay and Play: Additional assessment if required.

At Cambridge High School, we assess students' English
proficiency using the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR). This internationally
recognized framework helps determine a student's English
language proficiency level and guide the appropriate
support strategies. We ensure that language development
is viewed holistically, recognizing students’ home language
strengths as an essential part of their multilingual identity
and academic success.

ELL Support

All teachers are responsible for the learning of English
Language Learners, delivering a differentiated curriculum
that meets these learners' language needs. Collaboration
with the Inclusion team ensures that students requiring
different or additional support are identified early.

ELL Support Tiers & Intervention

Strategies

At the Cambridge High School, multilingual learners
receive support at different levels based on their English
proficiency and individual learning needs. Support is
structured into three tiers, ensuring that each student
receives the appropriate level of intervention.

Tier 1 — Quality First Teaching for Multilingual
Learners

This tier ensures that all multilingual students, including
those not requiring direct ELL intervention, receive
linguistically inclusive teaching strategies in all subjects.

Teachers are responsible for:

%  Differentiating instruction to meet students’ language
needs.

% Integrating students’ home languages where possible
to support language development.
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bedding structured scaffolding (visual supports,
sentence starters, simplified instructions) into

lessons.

Who qualifies?

%  All multilingual learners who can access the
curriculum through high-quality classroom teaching.

%  Students at B1, B2, C1, or C2 levels (based on CEFR
framework).

Tier 2 — Targeted Language Support

Students at this tier receive semi-intensive interventions
to strengthen their English proficiency and academic
success.

Interventions include:

%  Small-group language instruction focused on reading,
writing, speaking, and listening.

% In-class support from the ELL Coordinator or Teaching
Assistant.

%  Regular progress monitoring to track language
development.

%  Individual Language Plans (ILPs) outlining specific
language goals.

Who qualifies?

%  Students at A2 or early B1 levels who need additional
structured support.

Tier 3 — Intensive English Language Support

This tier is for students who struggle significantly with
English and require intensive interventions to access the
curriculum

Support includes:

%  Personalized language intervention plans (ILPs)
reviewed every term.

%  Pull-out sessions with an ELL specialist for focused
literacy support.

%  Regular communication with subject teachers and
parents to adjust support strategies.

Who qualifies?

%  Students at Al or early A2 levels who need a
structured approach to develop their English
proficiency.

All teachers are language teachers. The responsibility for
language support does not rest solely with the Inclusion
Team.
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must ensure:

%  Subject-specific vocabulary is explicitly taught in all
subjects.

%  Structured scaffolding (sentence starters, graphic
organizers, visual supports) is embedded in lessons.

% Interactive language strategies such as peer
discussions, collaborative tasks, and modeled
academic language use are applied in daily
instruction.

ELL Support for High School
Students (Years 8-13)

As students progress through the upper grades, ELL
support strategies must be tailored to ensure they can
access the curriculum while continuing to develop their
English proficiency.

Parental Agreements & Conditional Offers
For students at B1/B2 proficiency levels:

%  Parents must sign a language development
agreement outlining expectations for their child's:
%  ELL course completion (if required)
%  Participation in additional support sessions

%  This ensures students receive consistent language
support in alignment with their academic goals.

For students at A1/A2 proficiency levels:

%  Parents will be informed that their child's English
proficiency may impact their ability to access the
curriculum and external examinations.

Course Selection & Limitations for Years 10-13

To ensure success, students with A1/A2 proficiency levels

will:

%  Have a limited number of iGCSE subjects to allow for
dedicated English language support.

%  Be provided with a customized academic pathway
prioritizing language acquisition and foundational
subjects.

%  Be encouraged to take iGCSE English as a Second
Language (ESL) instead of first-language English
exams.

This structure ensures that ELL students receive the
necessary language support while also working toward
their academic qualifications.

Assessment Accommodations for
ELL Students

At CHS, exam accommodations are provided for eligible
ELL students to ensure equitable access to assessments.
These accommodations help students demonstrate their
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ge without being unfairly hindered by language
barriers.

Accommodations include:

%  Use of a bilingual dictionary (word-for-word
only, without definitions).

% 25% additional time for written exams.

%  Separate room setting for students who require
a reduced-distraction environment.

Official Documentation Requirement:

%  Exam accommodations, such as extra time and
separate room settings, require an official
Educational  Psychologist report for external
examinations (e.g., IGCSE, A-Levels).

%  Internal school-based assessments may offer
flexibility in accommodations based on teacher
recommendations and ELL support team evaluations.

Procedure for Applying for Accommodations:

%  Parents and students must submit a request for
accommodations through the CHS Inclusion Team.

%  The school will review supporting documents (e.g.,
language proficiency assessments, Educational
Psychologist
accommodations.

reports) before granting

This structure ensures that ELL students receive
appropriate support while meeting standardized exam
requirements.

Mainstream Provision

ELL students are integrated into mainstream classes as
much as possible to enhance their sociocultural fluency
through interaction with peers.

Responsibilities for Multilingual
Learner Support

Supporting multilingual learners at CHS requires
collaboration between leadership, teachers, and the
Inclusion Team to ensure all students have equitable
access to learning.

Leadership Responsibilities

The Corporate Head of Multilingualism for GEMS leads the
strategic development of this policy, ensuring alignment
across all schools. This includes providing guidance,
professional development, and evaluation tools for schools
to enhance multilingual learner support.

CHS School-Level Responsibilities

At CHS, the Head of Multilingualism is responsible for:
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Maintaining an updated register of multilingual
learners, ensuring accurate records of students

receiving language support.

%  Ensuring faculty-wide professional development
to equip teachers with effective strategies for
supporting multilingual learners in mainstream
and specialized settings.

%  Monitoring classroom implementation of
inclusive language strategies through lesson
observations, collaboration with teachers, and
curriculum adjustments as needed.

Teacher Responsibility:

% All teachers are responsible for integrating linguistic
scaffolding, explicit vocabulary instruction, and
interactive learning strategies to support multilingual
learners.

Inclusion Team Responsibility:

%  Provides additional assessment, intervention, and
support for students identified as requiring ELL
services.

Links to Other Policies

%  GEMS Inclusion Policy

% GEMS G&T Policy

%  GEMS Safeguarding Policy

%  GEMS Wellbeing Policy

%  GEMS Consulting and Involving Parents

Monitoring Arrangements

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Head of
Multilingualism, with input from the Senior Leadership
Team and classroom teachers.

Regular ELL data tracking, ILP effectiveness reviews, and
teacher training updates will inform policy adjustments.
This process ensures that CHS maintains high-quality
support for multilingual learners and adapts strategies
based on student progress and emerging best practices.

This policy is derived from the GEMS Multilingual
Policy and adapted for The Cambridge High
School's context.
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