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Introduction

At GEMS we believe in providing the best possible
provision for students of all abilities. True inclusion simply
means meeting the needs of all individuals, including those
identified as Gifted and Talented. As such, our Gifted and
Talented provision is coordinated centrally through the
Children’s Services team and has clear links with all areas
of inclusion and wellbeing.

Gifted and Talented provision can broadly be described
under three headings:

. Assessment and Identification

. Provision

. Outcomes

For each of these areas, it’s important that our approach is
tied firmly to fundamental principles of Gifted and
Talented educational research, which is described later in
this document. Only through a shared understanding of
these fundamentals can we ensure consistent and
coherent Gifted and Talented provision.

At GEMS we value individuality and diversity, and this
extends to our view of gifts and talents. Traditional
academic abilities are obviously crucial for us to foster, but
we also seek to identify gifts across a broad spectrum of
endeavors including (but not limited to) sport, visual arts,
performing arts and coding/programming.

Aims

Schools across GEMS aim to:

ensure all gifted and talented children and young people
are identified through carefully considered assessment
and evaluation

deliver consistent stretch and challenge that matches
Gifted and Talented pupils’ individual needs in the learning
environment

provide enrichment opportunities and exposure to
examples of excellence through engaging with innovative
projects, private industry, higher education providers and
competitions

carefully track and monitor outcomes for our Gifted and
Talented pupils to ensure they are making accelerated
progress in their area(s) of strength. This includes tracking
leavers’ destinations

Through all stages of Gifted and Talented provision, we
recognize that the wellbeing of our pupils is paramount.
Like all pupils in our care, those identified as being Gifted
and Talented may have vulnerabilities and additional
needs which need to be monitored and catered for in a
timely manner. We recognize that children achieve at
their best when feeling safe and free from harm. Stretch
and challenge must not come at the cost of physical,
mental or emotional wellbeing.
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Definitions

While the term ‘Gifted and Talented’ is used by the
Ministry of Education across the UAE, we recognize that
our schools use a variety of terms to describe children and
young people who demonstrate above average ability and
performance across the spectrum of human endeavors.

The following definitions for gifted and talented students
are taken directly from the ADEK Inspection Framework
and thus align with the UAE vision for education. They are
based on the ‘Differentiation Model of Giftedness and
Talent’ (Francoys Gagne) and align with international best
practice.

The term Giftedness refers to ‘a student who is in
possession of untrained and spontaneously expressed
exceptional natural ability in one or more domain of
human ability.” These domains will include intellectual,
creative, social, physical abilities. In the case of a gifted
student, whilst exceptional potential will be present, they
may actually under-achieve.

The term talented refers to ‘a student who has been able
to transform their ‘giftedness’ into exceptional
performance’. Talented students will always demonstrate
exceptional levels of competence in the specific domains
of human ability.

All gifted students have the potential to be highly able but
not all highly-able students are truly gifted.

Common distinctions between the
able and gifted child include:

. An able student knows the answer; the gifted
learner asks the questions.

e Students are meta-cognitive and self-regulating.

e  Gifted and talented students are enthusiastic,
innovative, independent, enterprising, effective
students, well-focused, analytical, reflective,
collaborative and are very clear communicators
who are effective.

e Students apply acquired skills, knowledge and
understanding confidently and accurately to
new learning contexts, both real and abstract.

. Students make meaningful connections
between areas of learning and a variety of
sources to deepen their understanding of the
world.

. An able student works hard to achieve; the
gifted learner knows without working hard.

THE CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, ABu DHABI

o Do Hlefh

GENS
EDUCATION

We see genius in every child

e

@DUiFe

Always by your side

i n

Gaopall L) Do slonil gpor (§ pabaily d I B39 O x> 3
25 WY "orus gally (s gall” zllagas pusid Sdxiall
Gy Olallaasll o degiie degome pudvind lunlde Of
@ bawgiall 358 sholy 8,08 Ogyeky pdl Gladly JbY
) At S lrall Calises

00 Brles 8393 le xgaially (g gall DAL AW ol yal
D3) o (39195 Sy cddyaally i) B bl )] U]
Zo9a" ] Wil (9 ealaill Bumiall duyall ShleYl Ay
Joadl g 3315559 (e 329551,3) "dugally dumgall o plexll
A9l llaall

ado B)ud ey G Il Jf A gall mllasae b
oo AST gl § WAL gie eaddl wiog Ao pb ASUkiul
Sl cYlrall 0dd Jodduny M Audl Byadll Yl
Al D> 3 Al dslaizdly desli)ly dSall
0 &l Y] cAsbitiul CUKL] 3929 o0 byl e g gall
Jeazidl e J81 2811 KT

J97S oo pSad Gl " Il Qgasall lhasas pdo
@515 Ogigpgadl MR yglan " JUiisl shol ] "disdge”
Byl (o Bodoee wllme (§ BelaSl (o AUl Sbgiume

) Aol
848 (593 193950 Of (o Byl ruglgall M)l geazr iy
B> ugnge ddlal Chadll 93 M)l S pud SUg ddle

o Jalall o a=5L3J1 &9).&‘ ORI
i b CgRgally

u}mydl ‘o.laj.oﬂ fgqu\ d)a:: QSAJLAJ\ Sl .
AL ok

W‘ Ogelaivg ddy20)l chyg oy Ol xiey @

09,5509 Oguaxio O98siially Ogsagall LI o
Ler 387 Ogakeny «0gllady Ogpaling Ogkituas
Ogdly Oglolgin oy c(Jolay Joliy =iy
0glladg Ll

Ay dendSad| ©4dly 8 aally Ohlgall OOl (3udny @
31 dudddl sl g Bauizl pla.ﬂ‘ OBlw @ 4859
.83 yzall

Ol g e I3 Jalg) sladl OMall psiy @
04088 oot p3laall e degiie de gazmag @ladll

Cadgall Pl:&a.‘lé fdd @ doo Jeay padll Clall .
iz O 093 By

g LEIp4TEET



GENS O

EDUCATION L!E»WE;«
We see genius in every child
E\_.g_'.l_‘\_n e ) 4 gL |——!——| ,—_|—— —
THE CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, AsU piiBI === ® (4] ‘Eﬁ

e Anable student enjoys school; the gifted learner
enjoys self-directed learning.

e An able student has a fine imagination; the
gifted learner uses that imagination to
experiment with ideas.

Fundamental Principles of Gifted
and Talented Provision

At GEMS we believe that there are three conditions that
need to be met in order for pupils to demonstrate gifted
behaviour, and therefore develop talents. These three
conditions are Creativity, Task Commitment and Above
Average Ability (Renzulli 1986).

Above
Average
Ability
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Creativity

Gifted
Behavior

Task
Commitment

Creating conditions within our schools that optimize these
three conditions epitomizes our approach to Gifted and
Talented provision. If gifted pupils are given the
opportunity to demonstrate creativity, task commitment
and we recognize their above average ability, talents will
develop rapidly and accelerated progress in their area(s) of
strength will occur. As a result, we will see the best possible
outcomes for our Gifted and Talented pupils.
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Identification

Gifted and Talented students at GEMS are considered to
be students of exceptional ability who are judged as
showing outstanding skill in one or more of the following
areas:

General intellectual ability

Specific aptitude in one or more academic subjects
Leadership and interpersonal skills

Visual arts

Performing arts

Sports and athletics

\.\ \.\ \.\ \.\ \.\ \.\ \.\

Technical ability including coding and programming.

Academic Gifted and Talented — CAT4:

Cognitive Abilities Test 4 (CAT4) is used as the foundation
for identifying intellectual ability in children aged 6 and
above. This is a measure of ability in various elements of
reasoning and can therefore be an indicator of innate
potential in various academic pursuits. As described later
in this policy, the CAT4 assessments should never be used
in isolation to identify Gifted and Talented pupils. These
results must be moderated using teacher judgements and
curriculum-based assessments. Standardised scores of 127
or above in any battery of the CAT4 assessments indicate
that a pupil is within the top 5% of the general population
for that area of reasoning.

Pupils who score above 119 in any battery are considered
to be in the top 7% of the general population.

When using the CAT4 assessments to identify talented
learners, schools should decide on their own benchmarks
that follow the guidelines below:

%7 There should be at least one score of 119 or above in
any battery
r'A

¥ The list should not exceed 10% of the pupil
population (in order to ensure individual planning
and provision is manageable)

%%  The list should not be less than 5% of the pupil
population

#  The CAT4 Assessments should not be used as a sole

measure. CAT4 results should be moderated using

teacher  judgements and  curriculum-based

assessments.

While this flexibility can exist for talented pupils, we also
need to reserve a distinct shared definition of a ‘gifted’
child. A child formally identified as gifted should have a s
CAT4 score of 130 or above in any battery. This is line with
GL Assessment’s definition of a ‘gifted’ learner.
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CAT4 assessments are robust and reliable as long as they
are administered consistently and according to the
instructions. It is possible that some pupils identified using
this measure might not be performing to expected levels
against the curriculum. In this case, possible barriers to
learning should be investigated including pupil wellbeing,
engagement and potential support needs.

When considering the accuracy of the CAT4 data, we must
also ensure that those with barriers to access can
demonstrate their true ability. For example, schools should
ensure they consider their EAL cohort, particularly in
relation to verbal reasoning.

Once a child has been identified using the CAT4
assessments and their scores remain high, they should not
be removed from the Gifted and Talented list, even if they
don’t achieve expected levels against the curriculum.

Academic Gifted and Talented - Curriculum-based
Assessment:

GEMS schools cover a range of curriculums and contexts.
As such, schools will have their own agreed set of
curriculum-based assessments used to measure progress
and attainment.

The agreed curriculum-based assessments at The
Cambridge High School are:

CAT4 (Cognitive Abilities Test)

GL Progress Assessment

Cambridge Assessment International Education
Pearson

Oxford AQA International Qualifications

\.\ \.\ \.\ \.\ \.\

When analyzing the data from curriculum assessments,
you might identify pupils who are achieving exceptional
results without having reached the scores identified above
in CAT4 assessments. Schools may choose to identify these
pupils as Gifted and Talented if their results are
consistently exceptional.

Academic Gifted and Talented — Professional Judgements:

All assessment-based identification should be moderated
using the professional judgement of the teaching staff who
work with the pupil and know them well. This moderation
should include the consideration of barriers and
exceptional circumstances and to identify those who may
be on the cusp of being considered ‘Gifted and Talented’

Especially in the early years of education (when
standardised assessments may not be suitable)
professional judgement should be used to identify
potential gifts and talents at an early stage. Spontaneous
and innate gifts and talents often display themselves
during play and first exposure to opportunities, and these
should recognized and monitored by schools.
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on should also be an opportunity to consider why
some children identified as being academically gifted and
talented are not achieving expected levels against the
curriculum. In this case, planning should be adjusted to
ensure the needs of the pupil are being met (see
provision).

Non-Academic Gifted and Talented:

Pupils may express gifts and talents in areas outside
traditional academic and intellectual pursuits. These
broader gifts and talents can be more challenging to
accurately identify as individual schools can lack the
context or experience to make accurate judgements in a
given area.

GEMS has developed the Gifted and Talented checklist
which gives context and benchmarks for high performance
across sport, visual arts, performing arts and technology
(coding and programming). A copy of the checklists for
identification are attached to this policy.

Communication and input from the pupils themselves and
their families is a vital element of establishing wider gifts
and talents and schools should routinely collect
information about performance and representation
outside the school context.

Once identified, schools should actively seek opportunities
to foster and celebrate these gifts and talents.

Provision

Individual Planning

Once a pupil has been identified as being Gifted and
Talented, an individual plan should be created in
conjunction with the pupil, those that work closely with
them and their family. At The Cambridge High School these
plans are called Documented Learning Plan.

These individual plans should include:

Details of the pupil’s strengths

Any potential barriers to learning

Individual targets

Strategies/actions to enhance their learning and
progress

\.\ \.\ \.\ \.\

These plans should be reviewed at least twice annually,
and the school should ensure the plans are accessible to
all staff who work with the pupil.

Classroom Stretch and Challenge

GEMS recognizes that the most impactful provision for
Gifted and Talented pupils should be found in their daily
school experience. Stretch and challenge should be
provided regularly according to the individual pupils’
strength(s) and opportunities should be sought and
expanded to provide rich, creative and innovative learning
tasks.
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8 ng to the individual needs of the pupil is vital, but
listed below are a list of broad classroom strategies for
effective differentiation and adaption for Gifted and
Talented pupils.

Classroom Strategies

¥4  Knowing the children you teach is key. Use formative
and summative assessment in addition with your
knowledge of the pupil to pitch the learning for
challenge.

¥ Avoid having extension tasks set after the main lesson
content is complete. Allow gifted and talented pupils
to access challenge early.

¥  Prioritize independent tasks that incorporate the
application of skills and knowledge.

¥  Seek opportunities for Gifted and Talented pupils to
be creative with their knowledge application.
Genuine innovation provides deeper learning and
greater opportunities for adaption, feedback and
discussion.

¥ Involve Gifted and Talented pupils in assessing,
reflecting, and planning their learning. Ensure they
understand their strengths and their next steps for
learning.

#  Where pupils require knowledge extension, seek
resources and opportunities within your own context
to ensure accelerated pathways exist.

¥  Maintain an adaptive approach. Differentiation for
Gifted and Talented learners should be consistent and
dynamic, responding to need.

¥ Use questioning to extend knowledge. Plan for

questions that encourage higher order thinking.

Building teacher confidence and experience in catering for
Gifted and Talented provision in the classroom is key. As
such, GEMS has developed a CPD menu for Gifted and
Talented provision in the classroom.

The HPL framework advocates for teaching practices that
challenge students, promote deep thinking, and encourage
a growth/performance  mindset. This includes
differentiated instruction, high expectations, and
opportunities for students to engage in complex problem-
solving and independent learning.

Enrichment Opportunities

GEMS schools seek to maximize opportunities for pupils to
engage in wide ranging and exciting learning experiences
outside the classroom. Gifted and Talented pupils should
be exposed to regular opportunities to engage in extension
and enrichment tasks that are extra-curricular events.
GEMS seeks to build partnerships with private industry,
higher education providers and community organizations
to expose pupils to new opportunities and content. These
may include:
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petitions and performance events
orkshops and school visits

% School run Extra-Curricular Activities

% School excursions and trips

%  Technology and innovation related events

GEMS publishes an annual calendar of Gifted and Talented
enrichment opportunities for schools, coordinated by the
Head of Gifted and Talented. This is also done in
conjunction with the GEMS for Life programme.
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Outcomes

Through carefully considered identification and provision,
we expect our Gifted and Talented pupils to achieve
excellent outcomes, particularly in relation to their
individual strengths. We measure the effectiveness of our
provision through impact, and monitoring outcomes
enables us to accurately assess the impact of everything
we have in place.

At GEMS, our schools monitor the following in relation to
Gifted and Talented pupils:

5 Assessment data relating to abilities (CAT4)

5 Assessment data relating to performance against the
curriculum

% Attainment

%  Progress

% Teacher judgements

% Pupil’s self-assessment

%7 The views of the parents/carers

%  Wellbeing indicators

% Performance in extra-curricular activities

% Leavers’ destinations (e.g. university offers)

We measure these outcomes by:

% Undertaking work scrutiny

% Visiting lessons

% Analyzing assessment data

%5 Collecting teacher judgements

%7 Speaking with pupils and families

2 Monitoring leavers’ destinations

% Collecting examples of wider achievements (outside
school)

2 Monitoring wellbeing indicators (assessment,
engagement, behaviour?)

Responsibilities

The Head of Gifted and Talented for GEMS and the wider
Children’s Services Team has overall responsibility for the
GEMS Gifted and Talented programme and the strategic
development of this policy. The Head of Gifted and
talented supports all schools in delivering the best possible
provision and outcomes for Gifted and Talented pupils.

At The Cambridge High School our Gifted and Talented
Coordinator has responsibility for the Gifted and Talented
provision within the school. This involves working with the
Principal, Senior Leadership Team, Heads of Year and
specific subject Gifted and Talented nominated members
to determine the strategic implementation of this policy.
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School Responsibilities:

G
G

&)

\.\ \.\

&)

G&T students are identified using the agreed criteria
The G&T Register is accurate and updated at least
termly

The classroom provision for students with G&T is well
planned and effective

Gifted Individual Plans (edit name to suit your school)
are in place to support and monitor student progress
and enable teachers to implement strategies to
extend learning

The impact of provision is monitored and evaluated
Parents and students are kept fully informed of
progress and planned provision

Gifted and Talented pupils are aware of their
identification and have a voice in their individual
plans

The records of students with G&T are accurate,
updated and in line with policy

Gifted and Talented professional development is
made available to staff

The SEF reflects accurately the strengths and areas for
development of students with G&T.

All  faculties/departments/key  stages have
appropriate provision for the G&T within their lesson
planning and delivery.

Individual teachers have access to key information
regarding Gifted and Talented individuals and plan
differentiated experiences accordingly

Pupils have access to enrichment opportunities,
performances, competitions and other special events
to foster their gifts and talents and provide inspiration

Links to Other Policies

\.\ \.\ \.\ \.\

Inclusion Policy
EAL Policy
Safeguarding Policy
Wellbeing Policy

Monitoring Arrangements

The GEMS Gifted and Talent Policy will be reviewed
annually by Mr Steve Arnold — GEMS Head of Gifted and
Talented

At every review, the policy will be approved by Mr David
Irish, SVP of Children’s Services.
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