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ChroniclesChronicles  Chronicles 
As we draw this academic year to a close, I reflect
with immense pride and gratitude on all that our
school community has achieved together. It has not
been an easy year. The wider geopolitical situation has
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presented challenges and uncertainty for many of us; however, in true
Cambridge spirit, our community has demonstrated resilience, unity and
unwavering determination. Despite the circumstances, we have not only
continued forward, we have excelled! 
  
Our students, as always, have made us exceptionally proud. They have shown
perseverance in their learning, adaptability in the face of disruption, and
commitment to excellence across all areas. Whether it has been in the
classroom, on stage, on the sports field, or through leadership opportunities,
they have embodied our values and truly represented what it means to ‘Be a
GEM’. Their achievements are not only measured in results, but in their
character, kindness, and the way they have supported one another
throughout the year.  
  
Our parent community continues to go from strength to strength. Your
partnership, encouragement, and trust have been instrumental in our
continued success. The strong connection between home and school is one of
our greatest assets, and I thank you for your ongoing engagement, feedback
and unwavering support.  
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our exception teachers,
support staff and admin team. Their dedication, professionalism, and care
for our students has been nothing short of extraordinary. They have gone
above and beyond to ensure every child feels safe, valued, and inspired to
succeed. This year, more than ever, their commitment has made a lasting
difference.  
  
Looking ahead, we are incredibly excited about the year to come. We already
have a number of ambitious and inspiring plans in place as we continue to
grow, innovate and enhance the educational experience for every child. The
future of our school is bright, and I look forward to sharing this journey with
all of you.  
  
To our students awaiting their examination results in August, I sincerely wish
you the very best of luck. You deserve nothing less than success, and we are
immensely proud of you already.  
  
Finally, as we close the doors on this academic year, I wish each and every
one of you a wonderful summer break. Cherish every moment, take time to
rest and recharge, make beautiful memories with your loved ones, smile
often, be happy, and above all, stay safe.  
  
Thank you for being such an incredible community.  
  
Kim Teakle-May  
Principal 



Highlights!Highlights!Highlights!
This term, our school proudly presented Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, a fun and exciting production that brought
the beloved story to life on stage. The play followed the
journey of Charlie Bucket, a kind-hearted child who wins a
golden ticket and visits the magical chocolate factory of the
mysterious Willy Wonka. Filled with colourful characters, lively
performances, and plenty of laughter, the production was
enjoyed by students, staff, and parents alike. 
 
The success of the play was the result of two months of hard
work and dedication from everyone involved. Under the
direction of Sacha and Parvi and the production leadership of
Athena and Srinandan, students committed themselves to
perfecting every scene, song, and movement. Auditions were
held to select the cast, followed by numerous rehearsals both
in school and outside school to ensure the highest quality
performance possible. 
 
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to Ms. Cony,
Ms. Kim, our Principal and Mr. Mario, whose guidance and
support played a huge role throughout the production process.
Their encouragement helped the cast and crew grow in
confidence and teamwork. The play was a wonderful
experience for everyone involved and showcased the
creativity, talent, and determination of our school community. 



Early Years -Early Years -    FS2FS2    Early Years -  FS2  إضافة نص تكميلي قصير

Dear FS2 Parents, 

What a wonderful and exciting time it has been in
FS2! 

We are incredibly proud of all our children for
their fantastic participation in our End of Year
Performances. They sang, danced, and
performed with great confidence and
enthusiasm, showcasing the skills they have
developed throughout the year. Thank you for
your support in helping them prepare for this
special event. 
This week, we also celebrated Science Week,
where the children became young scientists!
They enjoyed conducting a variety of fun and
engaging science experiments, making
predictions, observing changes, and discussing
their findings. These hands on activities
encouraged curiosity, creativity, and a love of
learning. 
 
We have had a wonderful year filled with growth,
achievements, and memorable experiences.
Thank you for your continued support and
partnership throughout the year. 
 
Kind regards, 
Safa Omar 
Director of EYFS



KS1 - Lower PrimaryKS1 - Lower PrimaryKS1 - Lower Primary
Dear Lower Primary, 
 
I would like to take a moment to reflect on the many
memorable experiences our Lower Primary students
have enjoyed over the past week. 
 
One of the highlights was our delightful FS and Year 1
Year-End Celebration. It was truly heartwarming to see
our youngest learners confidently take to the stage,
showcasing their talents, creativity, and enthusiasm.  
 
We also enjoyed an inspiring Science Week, where our
students embraced curiosity, innovation, and discovery. 
  
As we prepare to celebrate the end of another
successful academic year, I find myself reflecting on the
many moments that make our school such a special
place. One of the greatest joys of my role is walking
through the corridors and seeing smiling faces, hearing
laughter, and witnessing the genuine enthusiasm our
Lower Primary students have for coming to school each
day. Their happiness, confidence, and love of learning
are a testament to the nurturing environment created
by our staff, students, and families working together. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ms. Angela Matilla 
Director of Key Stage 1 



KS2 - Upper PrimaryKS2 - Upper PrimaryKS2 - Upper Primary
What a fantastic and eventful few weeks it has been in Upper Key
Stage 2! 
 
Firstly, we are incredibly proud to share that assessments are now
complete. Our students have worked tirelessly, demonstrating
resilience, determination and a true commitment to their learning.
They have showcased their talents beautifully and should feel
extremely proud of all they have achieved; just as proud as we are of
them. We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all
parents for your continued support throughout this intensive period.
Your encouragement at home truly makes a difference. 
 
Science Week was an absolute highlight! Our students or should I
say, our budding scientists; completely blew us away! They took the
lead in delivering workshops across the school, confidently
showcasing their innovative projects and impressive intellect. Their
in-depth knowledge and ability to teach their peers new facts and
skills was remarkable. It was inspiring to see them think so critically
and creatively to produce such outstanding work. 
 
We also enjoyed a wonderfully fun and creative Twin Day! Students
embraced the opportunity to get imaginative, arriving at school
dressed as twins in a variety of clever and entertaining ways. It was
fantastic to see so much enthusiasm and school spirit. 
 
Another major highlight was our end-of-year trip to Warner Bros.
World. The trip was a huge success, with students thoroughly
enjoying the exhilarating rides and exciting attractions the park has
to offer. We were especially proud to receive high praise from
Warner Bros. World staff regarding our students’ behaviour. They
were described as polite, respectful and a joy to be around; truly
outstanding ambassadors for our school. It was a memorable day
for everyone involved. 
 
As we approach the end of the academic year, we are now focusing
on wrapping up the curriculum and celebrating all that has been
achieved. Our students have worked incredibly hard and thoroughly
deserve a restful, fun-filled summer holiday before they embark on
the next stage of their journey. 
To those students who will be moving on to new schools or new
opportunities, we wish you every success and happiness in your next
chapter. Thank you for being such a valued part of the CHS family;
you will be greatly missed. 
 
To our returning students and families, we hope you enjoy a
wonderful summer filled with laughter, relaxation and special time
together. Whether you are travelling, exploring new activities, or
simply enjoying time at home, we hope it is a season of making happy
memories. We look forward to welcoming you back refreshed, re-
energised and ready for another exciting year of learning ahead. 
 
Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable summer break! 
 
Kai Stone 
Director of Upper KS2 



KS3 - Lower SecondaryKS3 - Lower SecondaryKS3 - Lower Secondary

7B1

7B2

Dear Parents, 

As we reach the end of this academic year, I want to take a moment to express my gratitude for your continued support and
partnership. This year has been unlike any other. 

We faced unexpected challenges, especially during our transition to online learning, and yet your children showed remarkable
resilience every step of the way. 

Adapting to virtual classrooms, new routines, and unfamiliar tools was not easy, but our students approached these changes
with determination, flexibility, and a positive spirit. They learned to manage their time, communicate in new ways, and take
greater ownership of their learning. Watching them grow through these challenges has been one of the most rewarding parts of
the year. 

I am incredibly proud of the progress each student has made—academically, socially, and emotionally. Their ability to adjust,
stay engaged, and continue striving for excellence is a testament to their strength and support at home. 

Thank you for your patience, encouragement, and
collaboration throughout this journey. It truly made a

difference. I look forward to seeing what next year
brings and continuing our work together to support your

child’s success.
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KS4 - Upper SecondaryKS4 - Upper SecondaryKS4 - Upper Secondary
It has been a very busy period for our Key Stage 4 students, filled with
exciting opportunities, meaningful experiences, and well-deserved
successes. 
 
One of the highlights this term was Blue Day, which was a great success.
The day not only brought our school community together but also played
an important role in raising awareness about anti-bullying. Students
showed a very mature approach to this topic, engaging in discussions
that promoted kindness and inclusion across the school. 
 
The Year 11 Work Experience Program has been a real highlight. Students
have had the opportunity to explore a wide range of roles across the
school, gaining insight into different environments. It has been
wonderful to see such high levels of engagement and enthusiasm.
Students have not only enjoyed this experience but have also developed
a deeper appreciation of teaching and working. 

Another memorable highlight was the trip to Bounce, which proved to be an
outstanding success. Students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to unwind,
relax, and connect outside the classroom, quite literally bouncing their worries
away. They actively engaged in a range of interactive and competitive activities,
including games with students from other schools, demonstrating excellent
sportsmanship throughout. 
We were especially proud to receive exceptional praise from the Bounce staff,
who commended our students for their exemplary behaviour and positive
attitudes — truly a stellar reflection of the school community. 
 
As we approach the end of the academic year, we want to
take a moment to recognise what has truly been a
challenging yet successful year all. Despite the ups and
downs, our students have shown resilience, determination,
and growth. We are incredibly proud of all that they have
achieved. 
 
A huge congratulations to our students for their hard work
and perseverance, and a sincere thank you to parents and
guardians, for your continued support throughout the year. 

We now wish everyone a well-
deserved, restful break and look
forward to welcoming you back for
another successful year ahead. 
 
All the best, 
Key Stage 4 Team 



As we come to the end of another extraordinary academic year, I find myself
reflecting with immense pride and gratitude on the remarkable journey we have
shared as a Sixth Form community. The 2025–2026 academic year has been one of
growth, resilience, leadership, and achievement, and it has been a privilege to witness
our students embrace every opportunity with enthusiasm and determination. 
Our students have consistently demonstrated that success is measured not only by
academic results but also by character, compassion, and the willingness to make a
positive impact. Whether preparing diligently for internal and external assessments,
participating in enrichment programmes, mentoring younger students, or leading
initiatives that strengthened our school community, they have represented the very
best of GEMS Cambridge High School. 

KS5 - Sixth FormKS5 - Sixth FormKS5 - Sixth Form

I would like to extend a special congratulations to our Year 13 students, who have navigated one of
the most significant years of their educational journey with remarkable maturity. Balancing the
demands of A Level and BTEC studies alongside university applications requires resilience,
discipline, and dedication. From writing personal statements and preparing for interviews to
securing offers from prestigious universities across the UK and around the world, they have shown
unwavering commitment to achieving their aspirations. We are incredibly proud of every milestone
they have reached. 

This year has also been defined by the outstanding contribution of our Student Leadership Team.
Their commitment to serving the school community, organising impactful initiatives, promoting
student wellbeing, and fostering a culture of collaboration has left a lasting legacy. Their
leadership has inspired their peers and strengthened the values that make our Sixth Form a truly
supportive and vibrant learning environment. 

Among the many memorable moments this year, Graduation Day 2026 and the
heartfelt Guard of Honour will remain particularly special. These celebrations were
more than ceremonies; they were powerful reminders of the friendships built, the
challenges overcome, and the incredible journeys our students have undertaken.
Seeing our graduates celebrated by their teachers, families, and fellow students was
both emotional and inspiring, marking the end of one chapter and the beginning of
another. 
None of these achievements would have been possible without the unwavering
support of our parents, dedicated staff, and school leadership. Your encouragement,
trust, and partnership have played a vital role in nurturing our students and enabling
them to flourish. Together, we have created an environment where young people are
empowered to dream big, work hard, and realise their full potential. 

To our graduating Class of 2026, remember that you will always remain a valued part of the GEMS Cambridge High School family.
Carry forward the values you have learned, embrace every opportunity with confidence, and continue to lead with integrity, kindness,
and purpose. We have every confidence that you will make meaningful contributions wherever your future takes you. 

As we look ahead to another exciting year, let us celebrate all that we have accomplished together and cherish the memories we
have created. Thank you for making this an unforgettable year. I wish all our students, parents, and colleagues a restful, safe, and
joyful summer break, and I look forward to welcoming our returning students back for another year of excellence and opportunity. 
 
Dr. Frithi Francis 
Director of Sixth Form/IT 



KS5 - Sixth Form: Graduation 25-26KS5 - Sixth Form: Graduation 25-26KS5 - Sixth Form: Graduation 25-26
The Year 13 Graduation Ceremony for the
academic year 2025–2026 was a momentous
occasion as we celebrated the achievements
of 83 graduating students. The event marked
not just the culmination of their school
journey, but the beginning of a new and
exciting chapter in their lives. 
 
We were honored to have an esteemed panel
of chief guests who graced the occasion with
their inspiring presence and words of
encouragement: Mr. Baz Nijjar, Senior Vice
President of Innovation, AI & Futurism and
Managing Director of Intelligence 360 at GEMS
Education  

A heartfelt thank you to our school leadership
for their unwavering support and guidance
–our Principal, Ms. Kimberly Teakle May ; Vice
Principal Ms.Rukshana Ali , Assistant Principal
Secondary, Mr. Ryan Howell; Assistant
Principal Primary -Ms.Annemarie Beer our Sixth
Form Director, Dr. Frithi Francis , Phase
Leaders Ms.Cony Alphonso and Ms.Jelena
Marijan , Directors of Subjects and all the
staffs at CHS. Their dedication to student
success and holistic development has been
instrumental in shaping the bright futures of
our graduates 
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2026! We are
proud of each one of you and wish you all the
best in your future endeavors



ArabicArabicArabic
أولياء الأمور الكرام، 

بنَُا تجَْربِةًَ مُمْتِعَةً؛ يِّقِ، عَاشَ طُلاَّ شهدت مدرستنا خلال الفترة الماضية نشاطاً حافلاً بالتميز؛ تطَْبِيقاً لدَِرْسِ "صِنَاعَةِ الكَعْكَةِ" الشَّ

لَ دَرْسُ القِراَءَةِ إِلىَ تطَْبِيقٍ عَمَلِيٍّ حَيٍّ  .حَيْثُ تحَوََّ
غَارِ وَهُمْ يصَْنَعُونَ ذِكْريَاَتٍ لاَ تنُْسَى فِي مَدْرَسَتِنَا بنَِا الصِّ  !نشَْكرُكُُمْ أوَْليَِاءَ أمُُورنِاَ الأعَِزَّاءَ عَلىَ دَعْمِكمُْ المُسْتَمِرِّ لأِنَْشِطَتِنَا، وَدَعْمِ طُلاَّ

 
ةِ اللُّغَةِ العَربَيَِّةِ لغَِيْرِ النَّاطِقِينَ بهَِا فَعَاليَِّةَ "ارْتدَِ قَمِيصَ... ناَدِيكَ مْنَا فِي حِصَّ بِ، قَدَّ لاَّ إِيمَاناً بأَنََّ تعََلُّمَ اللُّغَةِ يرَْتبَِطُ باِهْتِمَامَاتِ الطُّ

لِ  ."المُفَضَّ

فَهِيِّ لِينَ وَأنَْدِيتَِهِمْ، فِي تجَْربِةٍَ لغَُوِيَّةٍ حَيَّةٍ جَمَعَتْ بيَْنَ تنَْمِيَةِ مَهَارَاتِ التَّوَاصُلِ الشَّ بُ بشَِغَفٍ عَنْ لاَعِبِيهِمْ المُفَضَّ لاَّ حَيْثُ تحَدََّثَ الطُّ

خْصِيَّةِ  .وَالتَّعْبِيرِ عَنِ المِيُولِ الشَّ
 

يَّةِ بنَِاءِ بيِئَةٍ مَدْرَسِيَّةٍ رِ وَأهََمِّ ثوُا فِيهَا عَنْ مَخاَطِرِ التَّنَمُّ بنَُا المُبْدِعُونَ عُروُضاً تقَْدِيمِيَّةً مُؤَثِّرةًَ تحَدََّ مَ طُلاَّ تعَْزيِزاً لقِِيَمِ الاِحْتِراَمِ وَالتَّعَاطُفِ، قَدَّ

 .آمِنَةٍ وَصَدِيقَةٍ للِْجمَِيعِ
 قسم اللغة العربية

Dear Parents,​
In application of the exciting "Making a Cake" lesson, our students lived a fun experience, where the reading lesson turned into a

live, practical application.​
We thank you, our dear parents, for your continuous support of our activities, and for supporting our young students as they make

unforgettable memories at our school!​
​

Believing that language learning is deeply connected to students' interests, we introduced a fun and interactive activity in our
Arabic class for non-native speakers titled "Wear Your Favorite Club's Jersey."​

Students spoke passionately about their favorite players and teams in a live language experience that combined developing oral
communication skills with expressing their personal interests and preferences.​

​
Together Against Bullying Promoting the values of respect and empathy, our creative students delivered impactful presentations

discussing the dangers of bullying and the importance of building a safe, friendly school environment for everyone.​
​

Arabic Department



IslamicIslamicIslamic
احتفل طلاب مدرسة كامبريدج الثانوية بذكرى الهجرة النبوية الشريفة بطريقتهم الخاصة من خلال أنشطة إبداعية هادفة

جسّدت قيم الصبر والتضحية والإيمان. وقد عكست الفعاليات تفاعل الطلاب واعتزازهم بسيرة النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم، في أجواء تربوية

.مميزة عززت الهوية الإسلامية والقيم النبيلة
CHS students celebrated the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) Hijrah in their own special
way through meaningful and creative activities
that highlighted the values of patience,
sacrifice, and faith. The event reflected
students’ engagement and appreciation of the
Prophet’s Seerah in a positive learning
environment that promoted Islamic identity
and noble values.

نواصل في حلقات تلاوة القرآن الكريم تعزيز مهارات الطلبة في التلاوة الصحيحة وتطبيق

أحكام التجويد، حيث يتلون آيات القرآن الكريم بخشوعٍ وإتقان في أجواءٍ إيمانية يسودها

التركيز وحب كتاب الله، بما يسهم في ترسيخ القيم الإسلامية وتنمية الارتباط بالقرآن
.الكريم

We continue our Qur’an recitation circles by
strengthening students’ skills in proper recitation
and the application of Tajweed rules, as they recite
the verses of the Holy Qur’an with reverence and
accuracy in a faith-filled atmosphere of focus and
love for the Book of Allah, fostering Islamic values
and a deeper connection with the Holy Qur’an.



Safaa
WadaNational IdentityNational IdentityNational Identity

 

من خلال كتاباتهم عن إنجازات المغفور له

الشيخ زايد(رحمه الله )، يستمد طلابنا قيم

الانتماء والعطاء والفخر بالوطن، مؤكدين

دور الدراسات الاجتماعية في بناء الهوية
الوطنية

Through their reflections on the
achievements of the late Sheikh Zayed, our
students embrace the values of belonging,
generosity, and national pride,
demonstrating the vital role of Social
Studies in fostering national identity.

في مشروع (عيشي بلادي)، جسّد طلابنا حبهم للوطن من خلال رسم علم الإمارات وبرج خليفة، معبرين عن

فخرهم بهويتهم الوطنية واعتزازهم بمسيرة الإنجازات التي تشهدها دولة الإمارات

Through the Live My Country project, our students expressed their love for the UAE by drawing the
national flag and Burj Khalifa, showcasing their pride in their national identity and appreciation for the
nation’s remarkable achievements.
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Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your wonderful participation and active involvement in our
Family First events this year. Your presence, enthusiasm, and support truly
made every moment meaningful. As the saying goes, “Family is not an
important thing, it’s everything.” Your engagement reminded us just how
powerful it is when school and families come together as one community. 
Throughout the year, we witnessed your children grow in confidence,
creativity, and character—and your partnership played a major role in
that journey. We deeply appreciate the time, energy, and love you continue
to invest in their learning. 

Alongside our regular Family First events, we shared countless moments
together—coffee mornings, science fairs, classroom involvement, family
picnics, sports day, morning breakfasts, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
graduation ceremonies, and school plays. Each gathering strengthened the
bond that makes CHS a true family. 

This year, we also introduced one special Family First theme each month,
creating opportunities for students and parents to connect in meaningful
ways: 

September – Letters of Gratitude 
A beautiful start to the year. Students poured their hearts into writing
letters of appreciation to parents, teachers, and loved ones. Many families
shared how touched they were to receive these handwritten notes. It
reminded us that gratitude is one of the strongest bonds a family can
share. 

October – A Month of Appetisers 
Our young chefs took over the kitchen with creativity and excitement.
Students created their own recipes, and many families cooked together at
home, turning simple ingredients into moments of laughter and teamwork.
The joy on their faces as they presented their dishes showed how food
truly brings families closer.

November – 30x30 Fitness Challenge 
Families embraced the challenge with enthusiasm. Parents and children
walked, ran, stretched, and exercised together every day. Many shared
photos and videos of their fitness routines, proving that staying healthy
can be fun when done as a family. It became a month of motivation,
encouragement, and shared goals. 



Family FirstFamily First  Family First 
December – National Day Celebrations 
A month filled with colour, pride, and unity. Families joined us in
celebrating our nation’s heritage through traditional dress,
performances, and cultural displays. The school was alive with music,
flags, and smiles — a true reflection of our diverse yet united CHS
family. 

January – The Grand School Carnival 
One of the biggest highlights of the year. With more than 3,000 guests,
the carnival was a full-day celebration of joy. Families enjoyed games,
food stalls, cultural exhibitions, and stage performances. Parents and
students performed together, creating unforgettable memories. The
laughter, excitement, and togetherness made it a day to remember. 

February – Iftar Gathering 
A month of reflection, gratitude, and giving. Our Iftar 

brought families together to share a meal, exchange blessings, 
and appreciate the spirit of Ramadan. It was a peaceful 

and heartwarming evening where the values of compassion 
and unity shone brightly. 

March – Spring Creations with Recycled Costumes 
Creativity bloomed as students designed costumes using recycled
materials. Many families worked together at home, turning everyday
items into imaginative outfits. It was a beautiful reminder that
sustainability and creativity can be a shared family experience. 

April – Poetry and Family Bonding 
Words came alive as students explored poetry with 
their families. Many parents helped their children write
 verses, practice recitations, and express emotions
 through rhythm and rhyme. It was a month when
 language became a bridge between hearts. 

May – Music as One CHS Family 
The school echoed with melodies as families and students came together
through music. Singing and performing side by side created a sense of
unity and joy. Music connects us in ways words sometimes cannot. 

June – Art and Memory Making 
A month dedicated to expressing love, connection, and family through
art. Parents and children painted, crafted, and created together,
producing pieces that captured their bond. These artworks became
treasured keepsakes — reminders of the memories built together. 

  Celebrating Connection andCelebrating Connection and
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Family FirstFamily First  Family First 
As we move into the months of July and August, we would love to stay connected with your family
adventures. Please share your experiences through our Travel Journal on Padlet. Whether you’re traveling
far, exploring nearby places, or enjoying simple moments at home, we would be delighted to see the
memories you create. We welcome you to use the link below to share your memories.

https://padlet.com/calphonso_chs/travel-journal-family-first-x94zftgy2klpuj8q  

After all, “The best things in life are the people we love, the places we’ve been, and the memories we make
along the way.” 

Wishing you all a joyful, restful, and love filled summer. Make the most of your time together, embrace every
moment, and most importantly—create memories that last. 

Warm wishes 

Cony Alphonso  
Lead for Family First

  Celebrating Connection andCelebrating Connection and
CommunityCommunity

 Celebrating Connection and
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Our GEMS values are at the heart of everything we
do. They support our positive behaviour strategy and
help us achieve our vision, enabling every child to Be a
GEM.

Narrate the positives and ensure they outweigh the
negatives

Staff identify and remove barriers to learning to
allow each pupil to thrive. Instill a GEMS culture of
excellence so that GEMS’ teachers can teach and our
GEMS’ Students can learn, without disruption

Be A GEMBe A GEMBe A GEM

Ensure every GEM has the right to access a high-
quality education that will lead to excellent
qualifications that open doors and help them to
realise their dreams and aspiration.

Value and promote an inclusive culture where all GEMS
are rewarded and praised regularly, consistently and
fairly. Ensure the whole-school community creates a
supportive environment allowing all GEMS to flourish

Socorro Mendoza
Esther Okwara

Ana Ivkovic
Deepti Chandola

Nachammai Muthu
Eiman Ticklay

 

Alia Mohammed  FS2C
Anaisha Pal   1A

Muhammad Ibrahim Usman  2C
Aria Khatib 3E

Shaurya Vivek 4A
Veda Ajith 5E

Yumna Noor 6G1

Gem Student of the Month for June 2026​  

Gem Teacher of the
month for June 2026 ​

Timothy Kalliath 7B2
Angelo Manacsa 8B1

Amro Abdelkarim 9B1
Cyrus Jacob Jadie Villapando 10B2

Mariabella Jose Schwimmer Selvaraj 11B2
Simon Anesu Rukudzo Mupambo 12 B2
Maryam Sumayya Kalam Kadavil 13G2
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100%
Attendance

School
days in

each
year

178

0 days
absence

95%
Attendance

Days in
School

169

9 days
absence

90%
Attendance

Days in
School

160

18 days
absence

85%
Attendance

Days in
School

151

27 days
absence

80%
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Days in
School

142

36 days
absence

75%
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132

46 days
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  Attendance Tier Label Action Owner   Action Required 

 97 - 100% Tier 1a  Expected    Tutor    No Action

96 - 97% Tier 1b Early
Intervention Social Worker Letter: No Penalty

  Flagged for Monitoring

92 - 96% Tier 1c Cause for
Concern Social Worker Letter:

  Warning Stage 1

91% or
below Tier 2 Persistent

Absenteeism
Social Worker, 

  KS Lead

Letter + Meeting:
  Warning Stage 2, AIP, Parent
Commitment to Attendance

Below 90% Tier 3 +
Excalation ADEK Risk

Social Worker, 
  KS Lead , 

  Principal / Vice Principal

Letter + Meeting:
  Warning Stage 3 + Escalation to

ADEK & Submit Case Study 

A B S E N T E E I S M “Why Every Day at School Counts” - Attendance
Rules & What Parents Need to Know.
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Strict Protocols for Illness
To maintain accurate records, parents must adhere to the following timelines for reporting illness:

Days 1–3: Parents must submit a written sick note daily via GEMS Connect. Failure to do so results in an
"Unauthorised Absence."
Day 4 Onwards: A Sick Leave Certificate from a DoH-licensed physician is mandatory. This must be submitted
within 24 hours of the medical consultation.

The 12-Day Rule: Per ADEK policy, schools can authorise a maximum of 12 annual school days for medical reasons
without a doctor’s certificate (provided parent notes are submitted). Beyond 12 days, medical reports from a DoH-
licensed physician are required for further absences to be considered.

Punctuality
Start the Day Strong
Punctuality is a vital life skill and a sign of
respect for the learning environment.

7:30 am – 7:45 am: Students should be in class
for registration by their Form Tutor.

Lateness Protocols: Students arriving after
7:45 am are marked late at Gate 5 or the Social
Worker's desk.

Consequences: Persistent lateness leads to a
formal meeting with the Executive Leadership
Team (ELT) and a punctuality report.
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The Impact of Absence on Learning
As our "Loss of Learning" data illustrates, every day counts. High attendance is the cornerstone of academic
achievement:

95% – 100% Attendance: Students are positioned for their best chance of success.
Below 95% Attendance: Represents a lesser chance of success; gaps in knowledge begin to form.
80% or Lower: This is a serious impact on education, equating to over 36 days of missed learning.

🌟 Attendance for this academic year 🌟

Well Done!
 

Every Minute Matters: Attendance and Punctuality at CHS
At The Cambridge High School, we are committed to providing our students with the best possible foundation for their
future. In alignment with the ADEK School Student Administrative Affairs Policy (September 2025), we maintain
rigorous standards for attendance and punctuality to ensure every child has the "Best Chance of Success."

Understanding Authorised Absences
In accordance with ADEK Policy, schools shall only authorise absences supported by official documentation. These
include:

Illness (see specific rules below).
Family Emergencies: Death of a first- or second-degree relative or essential urgent family travel (medical
care/escort leave).
Official Requirements: Mandatory appearance before an official body or official community tasks.
Enrichment & Academics: Medical appointments (scheduled prior), approved conferences/competitions (e.g., MUN),
religious holidays not defined as UAE public holidays, and specific Board Examination/Study leave (as approved by
ADEK).

Note: For any authorised absence, CHS will ensure students are informed of the work they need to catch up on and
allowed to complete missed assignments or tests.
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Annual Library Report Summary 

The 2025–2026 academic year has been a highly
successful and productive year for the school library.
Through the continued implementation of the Read
Like a GEM (RLAG) initiative and other literacy-focused
programmes, students demonstrated a strong
commitment to reading and actively engaged in a
variety of library activities. The use of Reading
Passports, along with certificate recognition for
reading achievements, contributed significantly to
motivating students and fostering positive reading
habits. 

Throughout the year, the library supported curriculum
learning by providing access to a diverse collection of
fiction and non-fiction resources. Student
participation in library lessons and borrowing
activities increased steadily, reflecting a growing
interest in reading and independent learning.
Additionally, students showed greater responsibility
in the care and timely return of library materials,
contributing to the effective management of library
resources. 

To further encourage reading beyond the academic
year, the Summer Reading Bingo Challenge has also
been launched. This initiative is designed to motivate
students to continue reading during the summer break
through a variety of engaging reading activities and
challenges, helping to sustain their enthusiasm for
reading and learning. 

Overall, the library has played a vital role in promoting
literacy, supporting academic achievement, and
nurturing a strong reading culture within the school
community. We are pleased with the progress and
accomplishments achieved during this academic year
and look forward to further enhancing our
programmes and services. We anticipate even greater
levels of student engagement, participation, and
reading achievement in the coming academic year. 
 



As the summer break begins, the school is pleased to launch the "Read Like A Gem" summer reading challenge,
aimed at enriching students' spare time by fostering their imagination and confidence through consistent
reading. 

Read Like A GEMRead Like A GEM  Read Like A GEM 
summer reading development

This challenge is designed to encourage
students to explore diverse narratives and
transform reading into an engaging daily
activity that offers significant academic
and intellectual benefits.
To enhance this experience, a series of
structured activities has been developed,
covering a wide range of interests—from
reading in outdoor settings and exploring 

non-fiction texts to engaging in social reading activities, such as reading aloud to friends or family members. Students
are encouraged to document their summer reading progress on a specialised "Bingo" card, recording the titles of the
books and the dates of completion. These cards should be submitted to their new teachers no later than Friday,
September 11th. The school looks forward to celebrating all participating students and honoring their reading
accomplishments in the school library at the start of the upcoming academic year.



Read Like A GEMRead Like A GEM  Read Like A GEM 
We have an excellent scheme to encourage children to continue reading over the summer break. Please take
advantage of this excellent offer and continue the love of reading! Also we have attached the GEMS Reader
Catalogue as our RLAG challenge is fully underway – most of these books can be found on Phoenix Classroom in PDF
format. Please encourage your children to complete the challenge and fill in the booklets given out by the class
teacher. Thanks for your support in creating a culture of reading in CHS.
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Secondary English Department Celebrates a Year of Outstanding Student Achievement 

The Secondary English Department is proud to celebrate another exceptional year of student success. Throughout
the academic year, students enthusiastically embraced a wide range of opportunities to develop their reading,
writing, speaking, and creative skills while representing the school in prestigious national and international
competitions. 
 
Our Read Like a GEM Challenge concluded with tremendous success. Students across all year groups completed
books from the recommended reading lists and created engaging video reviews, which were uploaded to our Padlet
platform. A special congratulations goes to Gautham Prabu (Year 8), who achieved the remarkable accomplishment
of reading every book on the challenge list and producing a video project for each one. He was awarded a
certificate in recognition of his outstanding commitment to reading. We are equally proud of the many students
who completed multiple books and shared thoughtful reviews throughout the challenge, demonstrating an
outstanding passion for reading. 
 
Our students also demonstrated their creativity by participating in the WIN Scribes – The Young Writers' Anthology,
a nationwide interschool short story writing competition in the UAE. We were delighted to see a large number of
students from our Secondary School participate. One of our participants, Adina Tariq Khan (Year 7), proudly shared
her certificate with us, reflecting the enthusiasm and commitment shown by our young writers. 
 
The Spelling Bee Competition attracted excellent participation from students across the school. Congratulations
to Ayaden Hassan (Year 7) for securing 3rd Place and proudly sharing his achievement with us. Many other
students also received certificates and awards, highlighting the exceptional talent and dedication demonstrated
throughout the competition. 
 
We also congratulate all of our Secondary students who participated in the TEDx Youth Public Speaking Event.
Among them was Ajmal (Year 11), who shared his inspiring experience with us after confidently representing the
school and demonstrating excellent communication, confidence, and presentation skills on stage. 
 
One of our proudest accomplishments came through the 2026 Trust for Sustainable Living (TSL) International
Essay Competition, which attracted 2,003 participants from around the world. Jaysha Vipin (Year 10) and Alamira
Tehseen were selected as two of only six finalists representing the UAE, an outstanding achievement in such a
highly competitive international competition. In addition, Aman Pal Paryani received an Honourable Mention,
further reflecting the exceptional standard of writing demonstrated by our students on the global stage. 
 
Adding to this success, Jaysha Vipin continued to excel in the 2026 Trust for Sustainable Living (TSL) competition
with her original song, "Another Pattern," which she wrote to promote sustainability through music and creativity.
She has also been selected as a student representative for the TSL 2026 International Student Debates:
Sustainability Culture, where she will join students from around the world in an online international debate on 2
July 2026. 
 
These achievements reflect the dedication, resilience, and talent of our students, as well as the wide range of
opportunities provided by the Secondary English Department throughout the year. Whether through reading
challenges, writing competitions, spelling contests, public speaking events, or international creative projects, our
students have continued to inspire us with their enthusiasm, ambition, and commitment to excellence. 
Congratulations to every student who took part. You have represented our school with pride, and we look forward
to celebrating even greater achievements in the year ahead. 
 
Secondary English Department  
Ms. Lorena Kapxhiu (HOD)

Read Like A GEMRead Like A GEM  Read Like A GEM 



Teach Like A GEM, Learn Like A GEMTeach Like A GEM, Learn Like A GEMTeach Like A GEM, Learn Like A GEM
HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT LEARNING AT HOME during the berak

Do Now

Eyes on the timer

Look for the
Do Now task

Start working 
right away

Learning 
Outcomes

Ask : What do
I need to be able

to do?

Listen to the goal

Think about your 
target

To Know

Link to what 
you already know

Learn new words 

Learn key ideas

I Do

Listen carefully 

Learn from the 
teacher

Look at the steps

We Do

Try it together

Ask questions

Share your ideas

You Do

Try it yourself 

Show what you 
learned

Check your work

Affirmative 
Checking

 Listen to
feedback

Ask : How did my 
learning grow?

Improve your work

Exit Ticket

Show what you 
learned

Complete it on 
your own

Give your best 
answer

Turn & 
Talk

Face your 
partner

Listen and
respond

Take turns 
talking

Show Call

Talk about how it
can be better

Look at the work

Talk about
what  is good

Show Me
Write your

answer

Hold your board 
up high

Wait for the cue

Everybody 
Writes

Write your ideas

Get ready 
to share

Organise your 
thoughts

Cold Call

Everyone thinks

Listen to the 
question

Be ready to 
answer

Right
is Right

Use the right 
words

Give your best 
answer

Try again if
needed

Add new ideas

Go a bit further

Explain your 
thinking

Stretch It Habits of 
Discussion

Look and 
listen

Build on ideas

Speak clearly

What To Do

Follow each 
step

Listen to directions

Wait before 
starting

Whole-Class 
Reset
 
listen

Stop, look, and

Get ready again

Face your teacher

Teacher 
Radar 
Show you are

engaged

Stay on task

Listen to your teacher

Secure Student 
Attention
Stop what you 

are doing
Look at your 

teacher
Listen carefully

Learn Like a GEM



SportsSports  Sports 
PE End-of-Year Message 
As we conclude this academic year, it has truly been an
amazing journey for our Physical Education program. Our
students actively participated in a wide range of exciting
events and competitions, including the ADEK Cup, Jr. NBA,
friendly matches, T-10 tournaments, and many more.
Their enthusiasm, teamwork, and dedication have made
us extremely proud. 
As we reach the end of the year, we look forward to
celebrating our students’ achievements during the
Sports Presentation Evening on July 1st, where their hard
work and sporting spirit will be recognized. 
We thank our students, parents, and staff for their
continued support, and we look forward to another
successful year ahead! 
PE Department. 



Leadership GemstonesLeadership GemstonesLeadership Gemstones

This month, our Leadership Gemstone focus is
Peridot – Leading with Service. Peridot reminds
us of the importance of helping others and
being generous through acts of kindness, care,
and support. We were also proud to mark
Stand Up, Speak Out Anti-Bullying Day on
Friday 19th June 2026, which was a fantastic
success in raising awareness and reinforcing
our school's zero-tolerance approach to
bullying.  

Looking ahead to July and the summer
holidays, our Leadership Gemstone will be Ruby
– Leading with Empathy. Ruby encourages us to
support and understand others, helping us
connect deeply with those around us and
recognise their needs. As always, we
encourage everyone to lead by example, show
respect and compassion, and champion the
values of global citizenship. 

We wish all our students, families, and staff a
wonderful, relaxing, and well-deserved
summer break, and we look forward to
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready
for a new school year. 



The Wellness Wrap-Up 
Celebrating Growth, Reflecting on the Journey, and Stepping into Summer 
We made it! As this academic year draws to a close, I want to take a moment to acknowledge the incredible dedication,
resilience, and heart you have all shown over the past several months. 
Endings naturally bring a mix of emotions. You might be feeling a huge sense of relief and excitement for the summer
break, but it’s also completely normal to feel a bit anxious about the sudden lack of routine, or sad about saying
goodbye to daily interactions with friends. Whatever you are feeling right now, give yourself permission to feel it. Take a
deep breath and recognize how much you have grown since the first day of term. I am incredibly proud of the steps
you've taken this year. 
Celebrating Your Wins 

Wellbeing and CounsellingWellbeing and CounsellingWellbeing and Counselling
navigating the assessment period with focus, balance and

calm 

Before rushing into vacation mode, I encourage you to take just 5
minutes to reflect on your year. Don’t just focus on the grades or
academic achievements—celebrate the human moments: 

The obstacles you overcame when things didn’t go exactly as
planned. 
The boundaries you set to protect your own peace and mental
health. 

The moments of courage, whether it was stepping out of your
comfort zone, helping a peer, or reaching out to me for support when
things felt heavy. 
Reflective Prompt: What is one thing you learned about your own
strength or coping skills this 
year that you want to carry with you into the future? 
The Summer Checklist: Protecting Your Mental Health 
The shift from a highly structured school routine to the absolute
freedom of summer can sometimes feel surprisingly disruptive. Here
are a few ways to keep your mental health grounded over the break: 
1. Recharge Your Way 
There is no "single right way" to spend your summer. If your body
needs you to rest and do absolutely nothing for the first week, honor
that. If you thrive on activity, plan a project or a hobby. Listen to your
own mind and pace yourself. 
2. Maintain a "Skeletal" Routine 
Without school timetables, it’s easy for sleep schedules and daily habits to slip entirely. Try to keep a loose anchor to
your day to keep your mood stable: 

Wake up and go to bed at roughly the same time. 
Get at least 15 minutes of natural sunlight daily (even if it's an early morning walk or a moment by the window!). 
Stay hydrated and move your body in ways that feel good. 

3. Step Away from the Screens 
Use this break to do a mini digital detox. Swap just one hour of scrolling for a walk outside, reading a book for pleasure,
or picking up an old hobby you didn't have time for during the busy term. 
4. Stay Connected 
Moving away from our daily school community can sometimes feel isolating. Make an intentional effort to schedule time
with friends, check in on classmates, or spend meaningful, quality time with family. 
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The "Digital Jigsaw": Why Small Clues Matter
When we talk to children about staying safe online, we often focus on the "Big No-Nos"—don't share your name, phone
number, or address. However, in the world of social media and gaming, it’s actually the small, accidental clues that create
a "Digital Jigsaw" for strangers to piece together.

🔍 What are "Hidden Clues"?
Children often share information without realising it through the background of their photos and videos. We call these
"digital breadcrumbs." Common examples include:

School Uniforms: A logo on a jumper or a PE kit instantly identifies a child’s location five days a week.
Street Scenes: A house number in the background, a distinctive local landmark, or even a street sign visible through a
window.
Personal Belongings: A birthday card on the mantelpiece revealing their age, or a trophy with their full name on it.
Meta-Data (The Invisible Clue): Many parents don't realise that photos taken on smartphones often contain
"Geotags"—GPS coordinates embedded in the file that tell people exactly where the photo was taken.

spotlight on: digital safety and wellbeing
Keeping Our Community Safe Online Digital safety isn't just about "blocking"
content; it’s about building digital resilience. This term, we are teaching
students how to protect their "digital footprint" and what to do if they
encounter something that doesn't feel right.

We recommend a "Chat, Check, and Support" strategy at home:
Chat: Regularly ask what games or apps they are enjoying—keep the
door open for honest conversation.
Check: Ensure privacy settings are active on all devices.
Support: Remind them that if they see something upsetting, they can
always come to you (or a trusted teacher) without fear of getting "in
trouble" or having their phone taken away.

sharenting - how parents can help
The term ‘sharenting’ is a combination of the words ‘parenting’ and
‘sharing’ and is used to describe the practice of parents regularly sharing
information, photos and videos about their children on social media and
other online platforms.

https://dataprotection.ie/en/children
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Tips for Parents & Guardians
With the new Child Digital Safety Law

(2025/2026), parents now have a
legal responsibility to monitor their

children's digital activity. Here is how
you can help your family stay safe

At our school, student safety extends beyond the classroom and
into the digital world. With children and young people spending
increasing amounts of time online, it is essential that they
understand how to stay safe—especially when using chat
platforms and social media.

Recent learning sessions have focused on recognising risks in
online conversations. Students explored how some individuals may
pretend to be someone they are not, ask for personal information,
or try to pressure others into sharing photos or moving
conversations to private platforms. These behaviours are known
as “red flags”, and recognising them early helps young people
protect themselves.

We also discussed practical strategies to stay safe:
Think before you share – personal details such as school
names, addresses, and phone numbers should always remain
private.
Trust your instincts – if something feels uncomfortable or
wrong, it is important to step away.
Block and report – students are encouraged to use platform
tools to stop and report inappropriate contact.
Talk to a trusted adult – open communication at home and
school is key to keeping children safe.

In addition, students were introduced to the meaning behind
certain emojis and symbols that can sometimes carry hidden or
concerning messages online. Understanding these helps students
better interpret digital communication and recognise potential
risks.

Digital Safeguarding: Keeping Our Students Safe Online

Understanding the Consequences
The legal consequences for spreading
misinformation are significant and have been
escalated during the current situation:

Heavy Fines: Fines for spreading false
information start at AED 100,000. During
periods of crisis or regional tension, these fines
can increase to AED 200,000 or more.
Imprisonment: Violators may face prison terms,
with a minimum of one year for general
misinformation and at least two years if the
information causes public panic or threatens
safety during a crisis.
Account Closure: Social media accounts used to
spread rumours can be permanently closed, and
individuals may be banned from using certain
digital platforms.
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The “Periodic Table of Sinister Emojis” highlights how some emojis—while appearing harmless—can
sometimes be used to communicate messages linked to bullying, harmful behaviour, or inappropriate online
interactions. These meanings are not always obvious, which makes it important for parents to stay
informed and engaged.

What Parents Should Know
Emojis can sometimes be used as coded language to represent topics such as anger, threats, risky
behaviour, or inappropriate content.
Certain symbols (e.g. weapons, skulls, devils, or coded icons) may indicate concerning conversations or
influences.
Not every use of these emojis is harmful—but patterns, context, and secrecy are key warning signs.

How Parents Can Protect Their Children
✅ 1. Keep Communication Open

Talk regularly with your child about their online activities in a calm and non-judgemental way.
Ask questions like: “Who do you chat with?” or “What do these emojis mean to you?”
Encourage honesty rather than fear of punishment.

✅ 2. Learn the Digital Language
Familiarise yourself with popular emojis, slang, and trends.
If something seems unfamiliar, take time to look it up or ask your child to explain it.
This helps you stay involved without appearing intrusive.

✅ 3. Watch for Changes in Behaviour
Be alert to:

Increased secrecy around devices
Sudden changes in mood after being online
Reluctance to share conversations or apps
 These may signal that something is not right.

✅ 4. Set Clear Digital Boundaries
Agree on rules for online behaviour, including appropriate language and sharing.
Ensure devices are used in shared family spaces where possible.
Use parental controls where appropriate, especially for younger children.

✅ 5. Teach Critical Thinking
Help children understand that not everything online is safe or truthful.
Encourage them to question content, symbols, and messages they see.

✅ 6. Know When to Act
If you notice concerning emoji use linked to harmful behaviour:

Talk to your child first
Take screenshots if needed
Report the issue to the platform or school
Seek support from a trusted adult or safeguarding lead

HOW PARENTS CAN PROTECT THIER CHILDREN

Key Message for Families
👉 Awareness is protection. Understanding

digital language helps prevent harm before it
escalates.

By staying informed, building trust, and
maintaining open conversations, parents can play

a vital role in ensuring children use technology
safely and responsibly.

If you’d like, I can merge this smoothly into your
full newsletter so it reads as one cohesive piece.



Staying
Safe
During
Summer
Heat 

    Updates from CHS MedicsUpdates from CHS Medics  Updates from CHS Medics Nurse

Dry lip or dry mouth 
Headache 
Dizziness 
Dark yellow urine 
Reduced urination 
Irritability 

If a child feels unwell, encourage rest, cooling,
and water intake. Seek medical attention if
symptoms become severe. 

Summer Safety Tips:

ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO:

Drink water regularly, even when not feeling
thirsty 
Eat fruits rich in water such as watermelon,
oranges and cucumber 
Reduce sugary drinks and fizzy beverages 
Use hats or caps during outdoor activities 
Apply sunscreen before outdoor exposure if
appropriate 
Avoid prolonged direct sunlight during peak
afternoon hours. 

Eat balanced meals and healthy snacks 
Get enough sleep every night 
Wash hands regularly 
Stay physically active indoors if weather is
extremely hot. 

By following these habits, children can stay healthy
and active during summer. 

As temperatures continue to rise across the UAE, it is important for students, parents, to take extra care during the hot weather. 
Children are more vulnerable to heat- related illnesses because they can become dehydrated quickly while playing or participating

in outdoor activities. 
 

Signs of dehydration

Keep body temperature normal 
Maintain energy levels 
Help concentration and learning 
Prevents headache and dizziness 

Children may not always realise when they are thirsty, so it
is important to encourage regular water intake throughout
the day

Our body needs enough water to

Why hydration is
important? 



PARENTS AND
APPROVED
GUARDIAN

SCHOOL STAFF
AND STUDENTS

VISITORS

VIP’S

Please ensure you ONLY
pack the books and
equipment that is

needed for each day. 

Health and SafetyHealth and SafetyHealth and Safety

All GEMS schools follow and comply with a strict lanyard policy. 
For safeguarding reasons, please ensure yellow lanyards are worn when entering and exiting the school premises.
Our security have been informed to ensure they follow policy, which also means you may be denied entry without
the correct lanyard and identification

To protect students from the long-term effects of
carrying heavy loads, schools are required to
enforce specific weight limits for school bags. It is
recommended that a child's backpack should not
exceed 20% of their total body weight to prevent
adverse effects on their spine and body. These
maximum weights, calculated based on the WHO
Child Growth Chart, scale according to the
student's age and grade level.

CONTRACTORS

LANYARDS

BAG WEIGHT
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